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MINUTES OF TT{E AI'INUAL MIETING OF TI{E UJCIIESNE - STRAI/trBERRY DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM

pursuant to a cal-l made by the State Engineer in eonrpliance with Titte 73, Chapter
5 Utatr Coae annotated 1955, a neeti-ng of water users of the Duehesne - Strawberry
Distrj_bution System, was freia witn the representatives of the State Drgireerts Officer
in the Court Roqn of the Dtchesne County bourt House, Drchesne, Utah, on March 3t 1959.

Meeting was calle4 to order at lr ot clock P.M. by Elwood B.
Drchesne and Strawberry Water Users Association.

Present:

Carter, Chairrnan of

Name
TIF6nzo Defe
Joe Curry
Leo S. Defa
Dean Powell
Elton Potter
Stephen Esauk
Theron H. Robb
Earl Wright
Melvin B. White
Charli-e Fabrazio
Willian C. HaYes
Marion Ross
T. E. Anderton
Ralph 01sen
Thomas 01sen
Charles P. Child
Reed ClaYburn
Wa].t Re&nond
Frank MurPhY
Bert Swest
Kermit Poulson
Arthr:r Rowley
John Munz
Lloyd Remund
Harvey Gee
Herb Firth
Raleigh Ivie
Ivon BroLrn
Merlin Broadhead
Jerry MerkleY
Ed Williams
Lloyd Roberts
firne Roberts
Leo L. BradY
H. M' Cowan
Loren H. MitchelL
R. Ne'wel1 Carter
F. Clark
Leland r,rlright
Cfarence Baum
Fred M. I{aYes
Dnil Munz
Glen Remund
C. A. Massie
Otto K. ltreaver
Louie Gal-lowaY
B. 0. Colton

Representj-ng
Self
Self
Llttle Farrn Creek
Self
Pioneer Canal
Knightts Canal
Shan k Canal
Broadhead Diteh
Muray-tr'Jhite Canal
Rhoades Canal
Self
Uintah Basin lrrigatlon Co.

Shanks Ditch
Strawberry Rlver
Strawberry Rlver Private di-tches
Drchesne
Duchesne Irrigation Co.
Drehesne Irrigation Co.
Duchesne lrrigation Co.
Big Red Creek Ditch Co. - Fruitland
Roclcy Point Ditch Co.-hr1Iey Canal Co'
Self
Rocky Poj-nt Ditch Co.
Roctcy Polnt Ditch Co. & Strawberry
Rocky Point Diteh Co.
Mr:rray-White Canal
StrauberrY River
Brown Ditch
East & West Rock Creek Ditch
Rock;r Poirrt Diteh
Duehesne, Utah - Private
Little Farn Creek
Farm Creek lrrigation Co.
Pioneer Canal Co.
Pres. RockY Point Dltch Co.
Duchesne CitY
Farrn Creek lrrigation Co.
Pioneer Canal Co. & Indian
Weiglrt Diteh
Baun and F.C.Ferron Ditches
Private Ditch
Roeky Point Ditch Co.
StralrberrY River - Private ditch
U. S. India:: Setrice
U. S. Tndiarr Senrice
Mgr. l{oon Lake trJater Users
TTater Connissioner

lt :-Assn. 'N
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Donald C. Norseth, Distribution Engineer, of the State Engineerts Office, ex^olained
that the purpose of the rneeti-ng waJ: (f)-Hearing the financial- report for 1958t (2)
Irlaking recomrnendation s to the State Engineer as to tkre. appoi-ntment of a Water Com-

missioner for the :-|g5g season, and as to his duties; )3).prepari-ng a budget of sal--
aries and other necessary expenses of distribution; *d (lr) Transacting such other
business as may properly come before the meeting.

Mr. Carter asked tha.t for the benefit of secretary and stenographer, any person rnak-

ing a motlon or second.ing a motion, give their names after being recognized by ChairITIsrIr

]''IINUTES APPROVD:

Louie Galloway, seCretary, read the minutes of the last annual- meeting'
Marion Ross made a motion-that the rninutes of the last annual meeting be approved as

rea,d. Charl-j-e Fabrizio seconded the motion' l{otion was carried'

Frank Reese, Chief Accountant
statement for the Past Year:

FINANCIAL STATN4M{T

of tlre State Engi-neerrs oi'fice, Dresented the financjal

DI-nISNE-STRAhIBERRY
n

TIIE PERTOD OF JANUARY r, L95B

l
Donald C. Idorseth

Fradc Reese

PURPOSE OF MEETIN G:

A motion was made bY Dnil }funz that
readr Motion was seconded by lloward

IIYDROGRAPHER,:

Distribution E:gineer,
State Engineerrs O fice

Chief Accountant, State Engt s.Office

$1ru8.22
61127.l$
\t927 -r9

21778.51
351r.69 ' -#2'IQ3.B2

STATEMENT OF CASH RECEIPTS AND DISBIIRSn,In{$ FOB

through DECB'I,BR 3I, I95B

State Engi-::eer Check Book Balance, |ruc. 3Lt 
^1957

Plus Totil Receipts (Jan' 1 -- Dec. 3It 1958),^,
Less Total hpen-ditrrre (Jan. 1 -- Dec. 3l, 1956)

State Drgineer Check Book Balance, Pc' 3-l-t^L958
Less Knorrn Bill-s Payable after Dee. 31, 1958

Unencumbered. Cash Balance, Dec. 3Lt 1958

Reconciliationl

Fi-rst National Bank Statement, oec. 31, 1958 3r21'l-'93
Iess Outstanding Cheekse Dee. 3J.t L958' l$3.,ll.Z

Less Known BilG Payable after D6c. 3]', l:95B 35\'59
Unencumbered Cash Balanc:r-D""' 3It 1l95B - 2tlt23'82

Mr. Carter asked if there were any cluestions as to t'l1e expenditures for 1958'

we approve expenditures as per the statement
Cowan and carried'

There was a discussion on the matter of the use

1959 season.
of a hydrograPher during the
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A motion was made by Me1vin l,^Itrite tkrat the Cormissioner te authorized to employ
a hydrographer for part tjme service. The motion T{as seconded by Earl Wright.
I'lotion carried.
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Mr. Carter
unexpended
stated that
action was
$25OO, and

cailed attention to
of funds assessed

in the meetirrg of
taken to reconrnend
any increase above

the financial report which shows there is over $2L00
ad,lcol-l-ected. for the 1958 Conmissioner budget. He al so

the Drecutive Committee which had been held today,
to the Water Users
$i25OO be applied on the Eudget f or the followinp 1rearr

l.telvin Tdhite asked. what rtould be the purpose of holding $2500 in reserve'

l"[r. Carter steted that inasrnuch as the rnoney can be used only for the distributic'n
of r,rater, the reserve could be used in lean )re3TSo

l.!:r. Reese, State Engineerrs Aceountant, explained' one reason for the rese:rre would

be to have funds available at the begi-nning of the irrigation season to pay the ex-

penses bf operation before the "o.r"i 
t yeair s assessment can be levied and collectue6'

Marion Ross discussed the use of the
arise that we cartnot foresee.

reserv'e in taking care of some needs that might

l4r. Emil Munz questioned ttre advisability of having as large a resel:ve fund as

$2500, and thought that possibly $1000 woufd be enougft'

There was further discussion on the matter of the resern'e fund'

Mr. Carter stated that the state Ergineerts office had been vely suecessful in co1-

lectilg the delinquen0ies on asseSsnents'

I{r. Reese er-plained thal these delinquencies referred' to were for the yeats L957

and 1958, and they were alnost all- paid'

Clarence Baum asked. if we did not authorize the State Engileerts Office to make collect-
ions on a1J- d.elinquent assessments?

lulr. Reese stated. that the state Engineerrs offi-ce could not make eollection on del-

inquent assessments levied. prior tI tfre time they took over the distribqtion system'

]i'IATER COMMISSIONffi IS REPORT :

A report was glven by lltrater Conmissiollef; B..0. Colton, and he.mad.e some reccrnrnenda-

tions for f'rther work. rrThe matter of frindting distribution of water in these streans

is different than uri&r ottrer "y"i"*". 
There ihould be a dependablc record of r'rater

that goes into every d.itch. In':1957 it was never necessary to regulate diversions

of wat,er. Last year on tne 13th ;1' JuIy he had to place diversion of water under his

supef-vision, ,,,itfri, was contlnued. for the baLance of tle season'' There should be

better records. There are elelen d.itches jI the system.t{at have recorders on where

the ditch feaves the river and there should ue aoiule this rn:rnber al'the very nin-
jntnn.Thereareeightydit,chesontheDrchesrre-strawberrydistributionsystan.The
StrawberrY River is w

overall expense if ttl

Poulson that ttre water users authorize a reselse
proposal made \r the Dcecutive Cornnittee' Thj-s

and carried.



Marion Ross made a report on som e sork he had done for the Drchesne County Water
Users. He sta.ted that he made a tour up tlle Drchesne River to aequairnt ttre users witr
their r+ater rights. Drchesne County is becoming well organized for the purpose of
secgring good water rights. E. J. Skeen has been employed as the attorney and an

engineeiing fjrm from Frorc has been secured. for engineerilB work. He world like to
have the water users in the Duchesne-Strawberry s;rsten realize the importaace of tlee

things we are trying to do. There are two or three irrigation companies that would

not Jign. We neld. io organi"e fu order that we can develop the water, and help
the State of Utah. He suggeSted that we do everyLhirrg we can to make proper use of
the water. Every irrigation system and e ub shoul-d. join ihe Duchesne County Water

Users Assoclation ana Eet mfrjjrd us in order that we might acconplish the work, as

it is only by unity that we can accomplish tJ:e work'

WATER COMMISSIONF,R for t9592

Mr. Carter stated that in the Becutive cornmittee meetirg Mr. c-A- Massie had made

a motion that B. o. colton be approved. to serve as llater commissioner for L959 t efrd

that his nane be presented to the state Engileer for approval.

Bert sweat made the motion ttrat B.. o. colton be approred as water commissioner for
1959, and his name presented. to the state Engi-neer for approval' This motion was

seconCed by Charlie Fabrizlo and carried'

State Engi.neer, !lr. Criddle, r'rcuId be happy to accept the
Cofton be-appointed. as Idater Commissioner for L959. He

-l+-

time to measure the water.

Dnil Munz made a motion that approval be given the
distribution. Thomas 0lsen seconded the motion.

DUCHESNE COUNTY VIATER USERS ASSOCfATION:

Itr. Carter stated ttrat there would be a recess
of each d.istrj-ct to get together and appoint a

Reeess 5110 P.m.

lileetilg reconvened.

ELECTION OF DCECUTfVE COI'fifiIlEE3

Frank-€J-aek made the motion t]:at the rules be

srt consti-tuted' be reelected. The motion was

Irlater Conrmissionerl s report on
Motion carried.

for five minutes to aflow the members

representati-ve to se:rre fot 1959.

suspended and t}te eonrnittee as at pres-
sectnded. by Earl ttrright and carried'

Itr. Norseth stated that the
rec omrnendation that B. 0.
stated that Mr. Colton had don e a very excellent Job over t'Lre past /€arsr

/ -*voa.v.za r..<-y'' /,
rVE COIqMITTEE -

RECESS:

Mr. Carter stated. that the representatives senr5-ng on the executive comnittee frcrn the

various localities were as follows: Upper Drchesne River, fron the steel bridge up -
Siraw,berry, from thl- junction Duehesne

ee1 brid.ge, 
- 

aor,rn to Duchesne - lLy dann on

south side-Uer:tqnioqs, and north side-Ha1e Holg.. - 
s Seeretaryt

and C.A. Massie and O representing the Indian Department'



BUDGET:

Frank Reese read. the bud.get for the coming year for discussion and approvalt

DUCHESNE-S TRAVI BRRY RI\TER MSTE,IBUTION S]]STD4

Tentative Budget Yeeg" ]t959

1. Corunissionerr s SalarY
2. Matching Social SecuritY
3. Connnissionerts Car Trarel @ 7Q p/n:-'
L. office Rent
5. Telephone Expense
6. Salaries: Deputy Commissioner

arrd. Gateman @ $1.50 Per hour
'... Matehing Social SecuritY
B. Salary, I{ydrogrqher @ $3'oo per hour
9. Ma tchilg Social SecuritY

10. Deputy, Gateman and Hydrogr4her:
Car travel- @ 7A Per nj-1e

11. Cqnnrissionerrs Annua1 Report
l-:2. Miscellaneous ExPense 

Total_

C. A. Massie nade a motion that the hrdget of
was seconded by C. Dean Powell and carried'

AUTI{ORITY FoR PRORATING ASSESS}4ENT s

$2rooo"o0
50.oo

100.00
u0.00
100.00

2roo0.oo

5o.oo
200.00

5'oo
90o,00

300.00
r25"oo

$6Fm;b6-

$61000 be apProved as readl. The motion

State Engineer
1959 assessment'

to the
of the

to make
TheC.A.Massiemad.eamotionthatauthorizationbegiven

itre f95B water deliveries the basis for appoitiomtbnt
motion was seconded- by June Roberts' Motion carried'

MEASURING STRUCTURESI

Marion Ross rec ommended that the State require that those peoplc uho do not have

measuring devices, to lnstall measr:ring faeilities'

Ed.. wir_riar s said. the cost of zuch devices wourd be prohibitive for individual ditch

OIITI9I S o

Mel-vin white stated that a'llditches could at least have a small measurirq bor on

their dltch.

ltr_ Ross stated that the cost of the one foot parcherr frurnes was about $r13. and the

UintahBasinhrigatj.onCorryarryhadtenoftheseflrnesforsa]e.

TLre Indj-an Departmen t reported ttrat they had measurjn g devices nade of wood which

cost them about $25.

It was stated that the larger d.j-tches should put in metal meazurirt g devices'

Measr:ring d.evices would make better records for t'he amount of water used' and j-t will
be a much more acceptable record in the futr:re to show the amount of water used'

Reeorders are the best for water records'
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After diseussi-on of the problens of measuriag water, Marion Ross made ttre motion that
the State Engineer encourage peopl-e to put in sone type of deviee for the measurin g

of the wateT. the notion was seconded by Reed Clayburn and carried.

Mr. Wil-l-ians spoke of ure amouat of silt that r.ould accumulate in measurlng devices if
install-ed on the Strawberry River dj-tches.

I,h'. Colton saj-d that the problen of measurin g devices suitable for Strawberry River

diversions is important "tta 
tn"t he has been aware of the condltion on this strean

whieh makes very^ questionable the practicability of suitable measuring struetures and

eonsideration nusi be given'as to rhrt 
".tr 

be d.one f or distribution in thj-s strean'
It will be a difficult proeess, but he thinhs with tjme and study sanething can.pro-
bably be worked out. The state Engineer, watel commissioner, and aree representatlves
stro'ia give consideration to solving ttris problen.

Mr. Norseth asked for info:mation on owners[l-F of t']re foflor'ring t]rree rigbts: Tnma
A. Mitchell to Porter L. Merellr (fnOian) c/o CarI lvie, to Stephen Esauk, and Wil-
liarn Van TasselJ- to Mlrthern Moon.

MR. C.A. IO BE TRANSFffiRED :I,N INDIAN SERVICE:

Mr. Reese stated. ttrat he did not lqror,r r:ntil this meeti-ng that C.A. Massie was leav-
s show that the State Engi-neerrs Offiee
n Service ln this local-ity, that they
et very much ]osing contact with hin' How-

t relalionship with ttre fndian Senrice'

A moticn was made by Melvin ]r'Jhite that the meeting be adjourned' ltre motion was

seconded. by Stephen Esauk. Motion carri-ed'

Mr. Calter stated that the Becutive corunlttee would meet, folI0wi-ng ttr-i-s meetirtg'

Meetilg adjor:rned at 5:L5 P.m.


